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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

A request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. §1.114 for 
the above-identified Application has been provided. This Preliminary Amendment is 
intended to be completely responsive to the final Office Action dated November 27, 
2000, and the Advisory Action dated March 21 , 2001 , pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § § 1.111, 
1.116 and 1.173. 

In The Claims 1 

Please cancel Claims 1-38 without prejudice. 


1 The cancellation of Claims 1-38 and presentation of new Claims 39-70 was requested 
in a Reply and Amendment filed February 27, 2001 . In an Advisory Action dated March 21 , 
2001, the Examiner indicated that the cancellation and presentation of new claims in the Reply 
and Amendment filed February 27, 2001 would not be entered. 


001.998465.1 


Attorney Docket No. 76565-1 15 


